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Welcome to our Autumn edition. It’s definitely feeling Autumnal, with the leaves 

changing colours and the delightful weather we have been having over the past few 

weeks! Since the last Newsletter, we have visited Durpley Castle, took part in the 

Torrington Heritage Day and carried out our dig, at the ancient well of St Petrock. 

 

Durpley Castle Visit 

 

On a breezy Sunday morning, we made 

our way to Durpley Castle; a motte and 

bailey, just South of Stibb Cross. Our 

timing was impeccable, as we came face 

to face with a herd of cows being driven 

up the lane, from the farm. With a couple 

of nose prints, on the side of the car, we 

finally parked up. 

Once the general history of the surrounding area had been discussed, we made our 

way to the site. The monument is covered in trees, but has been untouched by the 

landowner. Several trees had grown, with branches forged together, through one 

another. The surrounding ditches have infilled, over time, but can still be made out, 

around the edges of the site. It may have originally been an Iron Age enclosure, 

before being built on, by the Normans. 

 

Motte and bailey castles are medieval fortifications introduced into Britain by the 

Normans. They are conical mounds of earth or rubble, with the motte, surmounted 

by a palisade and a stone or timber tower. In a majority of examples an embanked 
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enclosure containing additional buildings (the bailey), adjoined the motte. They acted 

as garrison forts during offensive military 

operations, as strongholds, and, in many cases, as 

aristocratic residences and as centres of local or 

royal administration. Generally, they occupied 

strategic positions dominating their immediate 

locality and, as a result, are the most visually 

impressive monuments of the early post-Conquest 

period surviving in the modern landscape. Although 

many were occupied for only a short period of time, 

motte castles continued to be built and occupied 

from the 11th to the 13th centuries, after which 

they were superseded by other types of castle. 

In Devon, many are thought to have been built during the Civil War between King 

Stephen and Matilda. Civil war grew in England and Normandy between 1135 and 

1153. There was a succession crisis, by the accidental death by drowning of William 

Adelin, the only legitimate son of Henry I, in a shipwreck in 1120. Henry's attempts to 

install his daughter, the Empress Matilda, as his successor were unsuccessful and on 

Henry's death in 1135, Stephen seized the throne with the help of Stephen's brother, 

Henry, Bishop of Winchester. Stephen's early reign was marked by fighting with 

English barons, Welsh leaders and Scottish invaders. Following a major rebellion in 

the south-west of England, Matilda invaded in 1139 with the help of her half-

brother Robert of Gloucester. Stalemate eventually occurred and after Stephen died, 

Henry II took the throne. 

Durpley is just one of three recognised mottes, 

in the local area. The others being Woodford 

Bridge and Walland Farm, SW of Newton St 

Petrock. All of which are relatively small in 

size. 

The monument has a circular motte with its 

outer ditch, a D-shaped bailey with its rampart 

and ditch, and an outer bank or rampart. The 

site is aligned east to west, with the motte to the east and the bailey to the west. The 

motte is circular in shape with a diameter of 33 metres and is 6.4 metres high. The 

centre of the mound has a sub-circular depression which measures 6.5 metres in 

diameter and is up to 3 metres deep. Surrounding the motte is a ditch which 

measures 3.6 metres wide and varies in depth from 0.4 metres on the eastern side to 

1.2 metres on the west. The D-shaped bailey is defined by a rampart, and this 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/England
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Normandy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wars_of_succession
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William_Adelin
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William_Adelin
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Henry_I_of_England
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/White_Ship
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Empress_Matilda
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bishop_of_Winchester
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Robert,_1st_Earl_of_Gloucester
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encloses an area which measures 37.2 metres long from north to south and 25.6 

metres wide from east to west. Surface undulations within this area may indicate the 

presence of internal structures. The ditch surrounding the bailey measures up to 4.4 

metres wide by 1.2 metres deep. Beyond the ditch is an outer rampart which 

measures up to 6 metres wide and 0.6 metres high. 

 

A lot of discussion was had, over the hole 

in the centre of the motte. Early 

observations, from 1867 say: 

Interpreted as an Iron Age enclosure with 

outwork. Near the centre of the enclosure is 

a circular excavation, 9 metres diameter by 

4.5-6 metres deep. Function unknown, 

possibly Prehistoric corn store. 

We now know that the mound was a motte, rather than a corn store. Over time, it 

has infilled, but the hole must have been almost to base level, if the mound stands at 

6.4 metres high. Some thought that it could have been a basement, with planks over 

it, whilst others leant towards it being dug by treasure hunters - who maybe assumed 

it was a burial mound.  

Plenty of discussion took place, with individuals bringing their own ideas and research 

to the group. We were lucky enough to have a couple of horticulturists, who 

identified one of the plants in the ground cover, as being in an ancient woodland.  

The great thing about these visits, is the diverse background and knowledge of the 

people who join us. When it’s put together, it all gives a much wider view of the site 

and the environment it sits in, rather than the history alone. 

After about 90 minutes, the cold wind got to 

most of us and we headed back to the car 

and onto the local pub for a Sunday roast 

and a bit of warmth.  

We will be running another visit, once the 

leaves are off the trees, as the site offers 

good views around the landscape. Keep an 

eye on our events page for the date. 
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Site Maintenance 

 

 

As you can see from the photo, above, the site is looking fantastic. This is due to the 

continued work of our weekly working party, who keep it maintained, for the public 

to enjoy. 

Maintenance parties will end on 29th October, for Winter and restart in March. 

If you are interested in helping us, please let us know, using the email address, below. 

We are in great need of extra help and appreciate any time people can offer. 

www.berrycastlehuntshaw.com  

 

Torrington Music, Arts and Heritage 

Day 

Back in September, Torrington held a 

Music, Arts and Heritage Day. The 

Friends of Berry Castle pitched up with a 

stand, to promote our site and the work 

we do. 

Although the event itself wasn’t greatly 

attended, we had a number of people 

come over, to find out more about the 

group. 

http://www.berrycastlehuntshaw.com/
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Summer Dig 

As you will have read, in the report I sent 

out earlier this month, our dig was very 

interesting. Although it answers some of 

the questions we had about the platform 

and the well itself, it raises many more. The 

quartz, found inside and surrounding the 

well, is a strange occurrence. It could be 

easy to say that it was for decoration, but 

with other nearby sites, which also have a 

littering of quartz, there could be 

something more significant.  

We still need to rebuild the stone wall, on 

the North side of the well, using the stones 

found above the site. This will complete our 

restoration of the well. Further 

investigation is planned for next year, 

where we hope to be able to dig further down, below the pavement and the base of 

the well. This could unearth finds which can help us date the site. 

The dig not only attracted attention in the village, but also from further afield. The 

Megalithic Portal featured the well, with a good number of hits. We also received 

emails from as far as North Wales and France, where St Petrock (Pedrog in Wales, 

Perreux in France) is associated with the regions. 

If you haven’t had a chance to read the report, yet, please do. I’d be interested in 

hearing your thoughts and theories about the well. 

One supporter has obviously been studying the report very closely, as the picture of 

the well and drainage channel shows. She thinks she can make out several figures, in 

the background – two of which have been ringed. However, the one on the left 

happens to be my wife, trying her best to avoid being in the picture! I know there 

were only two of us there, when this picture was taken and neither of us were in a 

dress – the mud would never come out of the hemline!!!  

Having led groups there, several people have commented on the way it makes them 

feel. Maybe the haze, or maybe something else? 

What do you think? 
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Thank you to everyone who attended our Well Open afternoon, on the 12th October. I 

always appreciate the discussions which are generated at these talks, as it makes us 

think about other perspectives on what is found at digs. We will be repeating the talk, 

again, as a number of the villagers couldn’t make it. Once a date has been confirmed, 

I’ll email it out. 

Visits and Events 

Routes, Sites and Ancient Rites – presentation – Sun 20th Oct, 2.30-4.30, Newton St 

Petrock Village Hall 

Durpley Castle – November (date TBC) 

Christmas Meal – Sun 8th December, Cranford Inn (numbers are limited, so please let 

me know if you’d like to join us, by Thu 24th Oct, to avoid disappointment.) 

Berry Castle tour – Spring 2020 

Frithelstock Priory – Date TBC 

Keep an eye on our ‘Events’ page, as it lists upcoming visits and events. 

 

Articles and photographs 

If you have any reviews of sites, visits or something which you think would be of 

interest to our supporters, please share it with us. 

We’d also appreciate any photographs you may have taken, whilst at Berry Castle, 

which reflect the changing seasons, at the site. Please email them in. 


